Appl. No. 09/977,971 

Response to Restriction Requirement dated August 23, 2004 
Reply to Office action of July 21, 2004 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-35 were pending and examined in this application. The Office action 
imposes a restriction of claims among the following claim groups: 

I. Claims 1-21; 

II. Claims 22-32; and 

III. Claims 33-35. 

In response to the above restriction requirement, Applicants elect, with traverse, 
to prosecute Group I of claims 1-21 . Applicants respectfully submit that while the 
different groups of claims can be classified in different classes, there is no further search 
that is needed to examine claim groups II and III. The inventive features recited in claim 
22, for example, is similar to limitations recited in claim 3, which has already been 
examined in substance. 

Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 

Both Forms PTO-1449 submitted through a Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement dated May 23, 2003, and a Fourth Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement dated April 16, 2004 have not been returned. And Applicants hereby request 
such action by the Examiner as evidence that the submitted references have been duly 
considered by the Office. Copies of the Forms PTO-1449 at issue are enclosed under 
Exhibit A for the Examiner's convenience. 

Summary 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider the application and 
claims in light of the foregoing remarks, and respectfully submit that the claims are in 
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condition for allowance. 



Date: August 23, 2004 
Reg. No.: Limited Recognition 
(see attached) 



Tel. No.: (617) 248-7808 
Fax No.: (6 17) 248-7100 



Respectfully submitted, 




Duan Wu 

Attorney for Applicant 

Testa, Hurwitz & Thibeault, LLP 

High Street Tower 

125 High Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 021 10 
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